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We	 are	 searching	 for	 the	 last	 AP	 Stylebook	 left	 
in	 the	 world.	 This	 missing	 stylebook	 could	 end	 

what	 we	 know	 as	 journalism.	 	 

	 

It	 was	 last	 spotted	 in	 	 Washington	 D.C.	 but	 it	 
could	 be	 anywhere	 in	 the	 United	 States.	 	 

	 

We	 were	 referred	 to	 this	 Copy	 Editing	 class	 
from	 the	 Associated	 Press	 and	 we	 need	 you	 to	 

help	 us	 locate	 it.	 

	 

	 



The last AP Stylebook was found at 
one of these addresses:  

a.  1600 Pennsylvania Ave.  
b.  1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

The answer is A.  
Clue: Use the abbreviations (Ave., St., 

etc. ) only with a numbered 
address. Spell them out and 
capitalize when part of a formal 
street name without a number  



The answer is C.  
Clue: STANDING ALONE  
Spell out the names of the 50 U.S. 

states when they stand alone in 
textual material.  

Good news! We were told that the 
missing AP Stylebook was found in 
one of these states.  

 
a. Wash.  
b. OR.  
c. Montana  
d. I.D.  



a. California 
b. Texas 
c. Florida 
d. New Mexico 

The answer is B. 
Memorize the eight states  that are never abbreviated in datelines or 
text: Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Ohio, Texas and Utah.  
 
* Memory Aid: Spell out the names of the two states that were the 
last to be added to the United States and the states that have five 
letters or fewer.  



Since the recording was muffled, we 
couldn’t hear exactly where the book is. 
But we were able to transcribe the audio 

but which one is correct: 
 

a.  The book is somewhere between Austin, Texas, 
and Nashville, Tenn. 

b.  The book is somewhere between Austin, Texas 
and Nashville, Tennessee.  

The answer is A.  
Clue: Abbreviations and Punctuation  
Abbreviations – use in conjunction with the name of a 

city, town, village or military base in text.  
Punctuation- Place one comma between the city and 

the state name, and another comma after the 
state name, unless ending a sentence or 
indicating a dateline.   

We just got another clue! Click the microphone 
in the corner!  



We got a note stating that the last AP Stylebook 
was found at this postal address:  

 
a. 2251 Sherman Ave. Washington, D.C 20001 
b. 2251 Sherman Avenue Washington, D.C., 

20001 
 

The answer is A.  
Clue: Zip codes 

Run the five digits together without a comma, and do 
not put a comma between the state name and the 

zip code. 





“Well done class!  
I admit that I stole the last 
AP Stylebook. I just wanted 
to see how committed you 

all were to saving 
journalism. I see that you 
all were dedicated. A’s for 

EVERYONE!” 
- Professor Sturgis 


