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Advanced Reporting, Spring 2007


Fall 2008

Advanced Reporting & Writing

Journalism 301-01; CRN: 82227

11:10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday

Room 258

Ingrid Sturgis

Room 233-F
Phone: 202-806-5124
Fax: (202) 806-9227

isturgis@howard.edu
Office Hours

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday

And by appointment.

Course Description

Advanced Reporting & Writing is an intensive course that emphasizes advanced development of reportorial, writing, critical-thinking and research skills. Students will analyze complex issues and ideas that influence the reporting of public affairs and other subjects. They will also develop various forms of enterprise reporting, using databases and other techniques in a multimedia environment. (3 credit hours)

Course Objectives

To refine reporting, writing, analytical and research skills. 

To master execution of various long-form assignments across media platforms: in-depth profiles and features, investigative articles, special reports and series.

To enhance coverage with computer-based reporting, including databases, spreadsheets and Internet sources.

To cultivate and manage specialty areas or beats.

To develop solid news judgment and generate insightful story ideas on a weekly basis.

To foster a strong work ethic, professionalism and teamwork.

To heighten awareness of journalistic standards, news ethics and legal considerations.

1. Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to dissent, to monitor and criticize power, to assemble and petition for redress of grievances.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the history and role of professionals and institutions in shaping communications.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity.

4. Think critically, creatively and independently.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of groups in a global society in relationship to communications.

6. Conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate for the communications professions.

7. Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve.

8. Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.

9. Apply basic numerical and statistical concepts.

10. Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications professions in which they work.

Prerequisite

Completion of "Fundamentals of Journalism" and "Reporting and Writing" with a grade of "C" or better, or approval of instructor.

Required Texts and Materials

· News Reporting and Writing, 9th edition, by Melvin Mencher (McGraw Hill, 2000)

· Associated Press Stylebook

· Dictionary and thesaurus

· Daily reading of campus, community and national newspapers, such as The Washington Post, USA Today, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Afro-American and The Washington Informer

· Daily monitoring of Internet sites as well as local and national broadcasts, from Cable News Network (CNN) to National Public Radio (NPR)

· Portable USB drive

· Digital, 35-millimeter or disposable camera

· Tape recorder

· Three-ring binder with pockets and dividers for assignments, tear sheets, beat memos and handouts. I recommend that you include a calendar to keep track of deadlines.

Other Resources

District of Columbia at http://www.dc.gov/
The Common Denominator for links to community and government sites at http://www.thecommondenominator.com
Poynter Institute at http://www.poynter.org
Nieman Program on Narrative Journalism at http://www.nieman.harvard.edu/narrative/
Investigative Reporters and Editors at http://www.ire.org
A Journalist’s Guide to the Internet at http://reporter.umd.edu
http://powerreporting.com/
http://www.journaliststoolbox.com
http://www.1stheadlines.com
http://www.refdesk.com
http://www.census.gov
http://www.nytimes.com/navigator/
Online News Association at http://www.onlinenewsassociation.org
National Association of Black Journalists at http://www.nabj.org
Society of Professional Journalists at http://www.spj.org
American Society of Magazine Editors and Magazine Publishers of America at http://www.magazine.org 

Pulitzer Prize-winning articles
American Society of Newspaper Editors, Best of Newspaper Writing
Hearst Award winners and finalists

Society of Professional Journalists Mark of Excellence winners

Course Requirements

With the presidential election heating up as a groundbreaking race between the Sen. Barack Obama, first African-American presidential candidate and Sen. John McCain, the second-oldest presidential candidate, the campaign is definitely going to become heated. It’s an exceptional time to be enrolled in Advanced Reporting. The class will function as a newsroom with all of you as reporters and me as your immediate editor. Advanced Reporting will prepare you to meet the 24/7 news cycle with all the requirements and pressures of today’s “all-platform journalists” (read http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/13/business/media/13bureaus.html). 

That means you will be expected to act professionally at all times, meet deadlines, juggle short-term and long-term assignments of various lengths and across multimedia platforms, work in teams and adhere to high journalistic standards.
Attendance, punctuality and adherence to deadlines are mandatory and will affect your final grade. Classes will regularly feature lab assignments, off-campus reporting and briefings, discussions, critiques, guest speakers and quizzes, which will cover current events as well as handouts, readings and other information presented in class or on Blackboard. You should check Blackboard at least two to three times a week. 

Each student will be assigned to two teams in outlying counties to cover the Obama and McCain campaigns and their efforts to adapt messages and methods to sway voters based on age, race, ethnicity and class and income level. After the campaign, you will focus on the outcome and the success of candidate’s efforts.

You will also be responsible for submitting weekly beat memos and covering a variety of topics on your beat. This will include six enterprise reporting projects: an in-depth news story with chapter headings, a public affairs article, an in-depth feature, an in-depth profile, a localized international issue, and a series that involves team reporting. Your in-depth news story will serve as your midterm project, and your series entry will serve as the final project. (See page 4 for details about beats and enterprise projects.) 

All articles will be written for publication, targeted primarily to the Howard University News Service, campus publications (District Chronicles and The Hilltop), and Web sites affiliated with the Converged Media Lab (www.BlackCollegeView.com and www.BlackPressUSA.com). The latter is part of the National Newspaper Publishers Association, which distributes news to more than 200 member papers.
You are required to publish a minimum of 10 to 15 articles during the semester. Do not wait until the last minute. I must see the unpublished version BEFORE your story runs in order to give you feedback and credit for publication. Make sure that you also submit the published clipping after your story appears. However, do not let this requirement stop you from taking assignments and building your portfolio. If you have a tight deadline (that does NOT involve procrastination), you should still try to contact me about reading your article—during or outside class.

All assignments must be typed and double-spaced with at least a one-inch margin on all sides. Include your name, e-mail address, course name, assignment description, and date in the upper left corner. This information can be single spaced. Please submit a hard copy of your article on paper, and upload it to the Digital Dropbox on Blackboard. Make sure that you hit “send.” Do not e-mail assignments, unless instructed. E-mail should be used primarily to communicate with Professor Sturgis.  

Late assignments will not be accepted unless you present approved documentation of an emergency, medical reason or death in the family. If you miss a class, please consult with another student for notes. 

Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Misconduct

Please keep in mind that the School of Communications maintains a zero-tolerance policy on cheating, fabrication, plagiarism and duplication, which also includes submitting the same work to more than one class without faculty approval. Submitting someone’s work as your own or committing another infraction cited in the previous sentence could result in a failing grade for an assignment or the course, delayed graduation or even expulsion from the university.

Plagiarism is a reprehensible offense. It is an act of dishonesty and undermines the credibility that is essential to all professional communicators. The Howard University H-Book for Academic Offenses (Section II.1.b) defines plagiarism as: “to take and pass off as one’s own the ideas, and writings of another, without attribution (without acknowledging the author).”

The copying does not have to be exact to be plagiarism. Shuffling the order of ideas, moving paragraphs around, or changing a word here and there does not mean you have made the work your own.

Students in courses in the Department of Journalism are expected to do original analysis, reporting and writing. Students are expected to explicitly cite the sources of any information that is not derived from their own analysis, reporting and writing. Don’t assume that information widely available to the public on the Internet or through other means is fair game. This includes many instances of “common knowledge.” Go to the source of the information, and cite the source.

Here’s a rule to live by: If you have any doubt about the need to cite a source, cite the source. Err on the side of over-attribution. In addition, please review the plagiarism information under Library System at www.howard.edu.

All instances of plagiarism are documented in the student’s academic record. Punishment for the first act of plagiarism will be in “F” on an assignment in Advanced Reporting. Punishment for a second act of plagiarism will result in an “F” in the course. An “F” will be entered no matter when the second act of plagiarism occurs. As an example: A student plagiarizes in Fall 2006 and receives an “F” on an assignment. The same student plagiarizes in another course in the Department of Journalism in Spring 2007. The student’s grade in the Spring 2007 course will be an “F.” The Department will also recommend that the student be suspended from the university. 

Accommodations Under ADA

Howard University is committed to providing an educational environment that is accessible to all students, in accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). If you have any disabilities that require an accommodation, please contact me privately and consult the Office of the Dean for Special Student Services (ODSSS) at (202) 238-2420.

Grading

The quality and quantity of assignments will count 80 percent of your grade (including 15 percent for the final project and 10 percent for publishing a minimum of 10 stories in addition to the grades for these 10 clips). All assignments will be graded on quality, enterprise, creativity, thoroughness, news value, grammar and style. You should interview a minimum of five to 10 sources per story, depending on the length and complexity. Make it a practice to rewrite, edit and proof your stories several times before submission. Deadline observation is essential. A missed deadline could lower your course grade by one letter. Each article is worth 100 points: quality of writing (30); depth of content and quality of research (30); originality, organization or quality of focus (20), and mechanics (20), including Associated Press style, spelling, punctuation, grammar and typographical errors (Sumner, 2006). Submit revisions within one week after story is graded, or as directed.
Work deserving of an A meets all of these qualities at a minimum and is publishable with light editing. What does it take to earn an A in this course? You must demonstrate excellence by delivering such work on a regular basis and/or showing continued progress by challenging yourself and raising the bar. It also means excelling at the other 20 percent – not only doing well on your quizzes, but also coming to class, coming to class on time and coming prepared to participate. Quizzes will be given each Thursday at the start of class. If you are late, do not expect questions to be repeated.  

You must submit a portfolio that includes your work for the semester by April 18. It will be returned to you. 

Grading

35% Class and homework assignments

15% Midterm project

15% Final project

10% Beat memos

10% Weekly quizzes

10% Class participation, attendance and punctuality

5%   Portfolio

Beat Assignments: Covering Washington Metropolitan Area
Each student will be assigned a "beat" or specialty area. You will be expected to monitor and investigate developments on your beat throughout the semester, as well as cultivate sources. 

The class will be divided into groups for individual as well as team reporting assignments to cover the history, politics, culture, social and other issues of five areas:

1. Prince George’s County 

2. Fairfax County


3. Arlington County

4. Montgomery County

5. Washington, DC

As beat reporters, you are expected to:

· Familiarize yourself with the geography, physical features, services and commercial areas of the county/municipality during day-time visits

· Coordinate with other reporters on your team to avoid duplication of effort and miscommunication

· Meet leaders in neighborhood associations and other groups located there (as a team when appropriate)

· Cover ward and other meetings

· Identify issues or problems that challenge residents of the neighborhood on a day-to-day basis

· Understand Washington’s system of wards, the eight neighborhood units by which the District is organized and governance is structured

· Decide as a team on the components of your final project and the division of responsibilities

· Use the group settings for your team on Blackboard, where you can meet online and exchange information electronically.

· Build a source list or database of contacts

· Maintain a calendar and tickler files that include clippings, news releases and other background information to prepare for upcoming articles

· Think about telling your stories creatively across multimedia platforms

· Interview residents, local leaders and others for your articles. Obtain background information on each interview subject:
· Name, address, telephone, e-mail address 
· Basic demographic information as appropriate for the article (e.g., gender, birth date with year, ethnic/racial identity, highest level of schooling, occupation, income)
· Length of residence in neighborhood.
· Mentor a student in my Fundamentals of Journalism class. You can share your reporting expertise by helping the student find briefs and other short stories on your beat. The student can also do legwork on complex assignments and/or breaking news.  

Types of Articles – In addition to election coverage, you will write a variety of articles that will include breaking news, day-in-the-life stories, neighborhood and personal profiles, political pieces, histories, trends and briefs. The articles will be distributed to community newspapers and other media through the Howard News Service and/or published in campus publications. Specifically, you are required to write articles on the first 10 topics listed below. You can write the stories at any point during the semester – as we deal with them in class or as dictated by breaking news events. The remaining topics are suggested areas that might also be of interest.
1. Business/Economics

2. Courts

3. Education

4. Politics/Government

5. Health

6. Housing & Real Estate

7. International

8. Police & Fire

9. Religion

10. Social Issues

11. Demographics

12. Sports

13. Technology 

14. Environmental Issues

15. Labor

16. Science 

17. Media

18. Fashion & Beauty

19. Arts & Entertainment

Beat Memos – You must submit weekly beat memos on Tuesdays, detailing new developments. Your memo must also include three story ideas each week, whether or not we develop them in class. The ideas should include briefs as well as longer stories; news and features. Your memo should also give an overview of current media coverage by your competitors, such as The Washington Post, neighborhood weeklies, Web sites, radio and television. Include the date, publication and title of articles; broadcast dates and times; and retrieval dates with URLs for online coverage. These details will be useful for the content analysis portion of your final. You can also submit copies of the stories with your memo. Everything will be returned to you.

Enterprise Reporting – You will complete six enterprise projects related to your beat this semester: an in-depth news story with chapter headings or subheads (midterm), a public affairs article, an in-depth feature, an in-depth profile, a localized international issue, and a series or special report that involves team reporting (final). At least one of the projects should incorporate computer-assisted reporting. All should include several in-depth interviews, research from primary documents, statistics and multimedia techniques. 

In addition to writing an article, for example, you must include a plan for telling your story across all media platforms. How would you present your idea for print, television, radio and the Internet? This can include headlines, blurbs, photos, captions, audio, video, polls, informational graphics, timelines and other interactive elements. Plan to coordinate at least one info graphic for your beat.

Use your camera to shoot the people, places and things featured in your article(s). You can also obtain photos from your sources, if available. If you are interested, we can arrange for you to collaborate with broadcast or film students in other classes. Please note that the Department of Journalism is also scheduling mandatory sessions on digital photography and recording, which will be beneficial to your academic and professional career.

Again, do not wait until the last minute to work on your projects. Each project must be a minimum of 1,000 words. Ideally, each will address one of the 10 subject areas listed above. With the exception of briefs, other assignments will average 750 words.

Midterm and Final Projects – As previously noted, your in-depth news story with chapter headings or subheads will serve as your midterm project. Your portion of the series or special report for your team project will serve as your final. Submit ideas for approval at least three weeks before the deadline. Within one week of approval, submit a preliminary outline and list of questions. Include a source list with your midterm and final projects.

For the final, each reporter must write an individual article with ONE byline in coordination with the team. If your team decides to address crime, for example, agree to a specific overall topic for a series or special report. Each member of the team would focus on a specific angle for his or her bylined article. If you have a story with multiple bylines, this article would be an extra article as part of you package. You will receive individual and group grades for the final assignment.

As part of your final, you must also include a content analysis of media coverage of your beat by the competition. Now that you’re an expert on your neighborhood, how would you assess overall media coverage? Explain whether it was lacking or on point? On which assignments did you see more reporters? Were you ever the sole reporter or one of a few? Include titles, sources and samples of the coverage, as indicated in the section on beat memos.

Course Outline and Deadlines

Week 1/August 26 and 28: Course Overview and Beat Assignments.

Chapter 5. The Lead, 6. Story Structure, Chapter 7. The Writer’s Art, Chapter 16. Speeches, Meetings and News Conferences, 24. Local Government and Education, Covering Beats: Introduction, pages 404-405

· Assignment: Log onto http://blackboard.howard.edu using your student identification number (without the @ sign) and your Bison password. Check the announcements, go to Tools and then Personal Information update your email address. Your Howard email address is linked to Blackboard, which is the preference of the University. However, if you use a different email more often, you must indicate your preference within Blackboard so that you don’t miss any correspondence. If you are unfamiliar with Blackboard, use the tutorials. Deadline: Aug. 27
6. Assignment: Which beat do you prefer and why? To stake a claim on a beat, post your name and the neighborhood on the Discussion Board on Blackboard. (Please rank your choices: Prince George’s County, Fairfax County, Arlington County, Montgomery County, Washington, DC.) There’s no guarantee that you will receive your first choice, but you will have an edge over the other reporters if you post your preference first and if you convince me in a memo why you're the best one for the beat. Upload your memo to the Digital Dropbox on Blackboard. Deadline: 3 p .m. Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2008.
Assignment 1: Write a spot news piece about the second night (Tue., Aug. 26) of the Democratic National Convention. The DNC has titled the evening Renewing America’s Promise. For more details, go to http://www.demconvention.com/schedule. The evening will focus on economic issues, with speeches by Sen. Hillary Clinton and Va. Gov. Mark Warner, among others. Include reaction to the speech from campus or off-campus viewers, if possible tie your article to your region. Find out what viewers are saying about Obama’s economic plan as well as reaction to Sen. Clinton or Gov. Warner’s speeches. Deadline: Aug. 27.

Assignment 2: Thursday ( Aug. 27) is the night that Barack Obama accepts the Democratic nomination for president of the United States. Work with your team to create team coverage package of the event to get perspective from viewers across the region on aspects of the speech as it pertains to coverage of your beat. The should be one lead piece of 1,000 words and sidebar articles focusing on other aspects of his speech.  This article can fulfull your xxxx coverage. Deadline: Aug. 28-Sept. 3

Week 2/Sept. 2 and 4: Covering Beats: Chapter 4. The Tools of the Trade, 10. Digging for Information 
Assignment 1: Write a spot news piece about the second night (Tue., Sept. 2) of the Republican National Convention. The RNC has titled the evening Country First": 2008 to Highlight McCain’s platform of Service, Reform, Prosperity and Peace.  For more details, go to 

http://www.gopconvention2008.com/news/Read.aspx?ID=580.  The evening will focus on Reform with speakers to include former New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and former Lt. Gov. Michael Steele (Md.) others. Include reaction to the speech from campus or off-campus viewers, if possible tie your article to your region. Find out what viewers are saying about Obama’s economic plan as well as reaction to speakers  speeches. Deadline: Sept. 3.
Assignment 2: Thursday ( Sept. 4) is the night that John McCain accepts the Republican nomination for president of the United States. Work with your team to create team coverage package of the event to get perspective from viewers across the region on aspects of the speech as it pertains to coverage of your beat. The should be one lead piece of 1,000 words and sidebar articles focusing on other aspects of his speech.  This article can fulfull your xxxx coverage. Deadline: Sept. 5-8

· Assignment: Write a 750-word article about how people in your neighborhood feel about Mayor Fenty’s plan to restructure D.C. public schools. Attend the Board of Education meeting at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17, at 825 N. Capitol St., N.E., in the fifth floor board room. Check the Board of Education Web site at http://www.k12.dc.us/dcps/boe/boehome.html for the agenda and bios of the president and the representative for your ward. To confirm meeting dates, call (202) 442-4289. This article can fulfill your public affairs reporting requirement. Deadline: Jan. 18-22. 
· Assignment: Check the dates of your monthly ward meetings. Plan to attend the first meeting with your team, make contacts and think of story ideas. Decide as a group who will cover the first meeting and the rest for the semester. Deadline: 3 p.m. the day after any meeting.    

Week 3/Sept. 9 and 11: Covering Beats: Chapter 18. Accidents and Disasters, 20. The Police Beat, 22. Sports, 23. 

· Listening Post Assignment. Go to a site that you don’t normally visit and engage your senses as you observe what’s going on. What are people talking about? What sounds do you hear? What do you see? How does it smell? Is there anything to taste? Any textures to feel? Write (and type) a descriptive paragraph or two on your observations. List two to three story ideas. Some students have visited barbershops, playgrounds, laundromats, stores, museums, country/western venues, and bus or Metro trains lines. Visit a place on your beat. Think outside the box, and go outside your comfort zone. Be prepared to discuss your observations and/or read your description and ideas in class. You can also develop this into an article. Deadline: XX
· Assignment: Listening Post Assignment. Go to a site that you don’t normally visit and engage your senses as you observe what’s going on. What are people talking about? What sounds do you hear? What do you see? How does it smell? Is there anything to taste? Any textures to feel? Write (and type) a descriptive paragraph or two on your observations. List two to three story ideas. Some students have visited barbershops, playgrounds, laundromats, stores, museums, country/western venues, and bus or Metro trains lines. Visit a place on your beat. Think outside the box, and go outside your comfort zone. Be prepared to discuss your observations and/or read your description and ideas in class. You can also develop this into an article. Deadline: XX
· .
· Assignment: Write a profile of your neighborhood. Include the history; boundaries and location; closest Metro stop; size; demographics (including population and median income); claims to fame; challenges; ANC and Police Service Area (PSA) designations; ward and community meeting schedule; key leaders; Internet links; key churches, businesses and other organizations; schools; recent trends, and future outlook. Include quotes. Deadline: Jan. 31.    

Week 4/Sept. 16 and 18:  Enterprise Reporting: Chapter 8. Features, Long Stories and Series, 12. Building and Using Background, 13. Finding, Cultivating and Using Sources

· Assignment: Write an in-depth feature about student activism for the “Eyes on the Prize” project. Deadline: Jan. 31.    

·  Assignment: Write a Black History Month article on your beat. Deadline: Jan. 31.    

Week 5/Sept. 23 and 25: In-Depth Profiles: Chapter 14. Interviewing Principles, 15. Interviewing Practices

· Assignment: Find out when police patrol commanders plan to meet with residents in your neighborhood. Attend the meetings, and write a story about the plan as well as the reaction of residents and local leaders. Include the history and status of crime in the area. Monitor the issue for updates throughout the semester. Deadline: Feb. 5.    

·  Assignment: Submit idea for in-depth article for midterm project. Deadline: Feb. 7.    

Week 6/Sept. 30 and Oct. 2: Laws, Taste and Taboos, Codes and Ethics, pages 579-580. Chapter 25. Reporters and the Law, 26. Taste – Defining the Appropriate, 27. The Morality of Journalism 

· Assignment: Write a beat article. Deadline: Feb. 14.    

· Assignment: Submit an outline and a list of questions for your approved midterm project. Deadline: Feb. 14.    

Week 7/Oct. 7 and 9: Cross-Media Journalism; Internet Handouts

· Assignment: Submit midterm project; no quiz this week. Deadline: Feb. 21. 

· Midterm Conferences.   

Week 8/Oct. 14 and 16: Working With Numbers; Chapter 23, Business Reporting; pages 100-110

· Assignment: Write a business story on your beat. Deadline: March 7.    

Week 9/Oct. 21 and 23: Using and Building Databases/Computer-Assisted Reporting; How to Use the Freedom of Information Act; Handouts from Investigative Reporters & Editors (IRE)

· Assignment: Write a housing or real estate story on your beat. Deadline: March 14.   
· School of Communication Job Fair Oct. 23. 

· (MID-TERM STATUS REPORTS) DEADLINE FOR UNOFFICIAL WITHDRAW AND NEVER REPORTED.
Week 10/Oct. 28 and 30: International Reporting: Compare and analyze coverage.

· Assignment: Submit idea for final project. Deadline: March 12.    

· Assignment: Localize an international topic on your beat, or write an international feature or profile. Deadline: March 26.    

March 17-25: Spring Recess

Week 11/Nov. 5 and 6: Aggressive Listening and Observation: Chapter 11. Making Sound Observations; Chapter 17. Hunches, Feelings and Stereotypes

· Assignment: Submit an outline and a list of questions for final project. Deadline: March 26.    

· Assignment: Write an in-depth profile of someone on your beat. Deadline: March 28.    

Week 12/Nov. 13: Public Affairs Reporting, 21. The Courts,

· Assignment: Write a court story related to your beat. Deadline: April 9.    
· VETERAN’S DAY – Nov. 11
Week 13/Nov. 18 and 20: Health and Religion Stories.

· Assignment: Write a beat story. Deadline: April 11.

· Assignment: Submit first draft of final project. Deadline: April 13.        

Week 14/November 25: Working in Teams

· Assignment: Write a beat story. Deadline: April 18.    

· Deadline: Submit portfolio with your published work for the semester. Deadline: April 18.
· NOVEMBER 27: THANKSGIVING RECESS CLASS CANCELED
Week 15/Dec. 2 and 4: Final Projects, Presentations and Critiques

· Assignment: Submit final project; Deadline: April 23.

Deadline to Submit Grades for Prospective December Graduates: 3 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4. Classes end Dec. 4
Commencement: 10 a.m. Saturday, May 12

* Please note that the syllabus is subject to revision, especially in response to news events

